'202                          THE COMPLETE

French, or any other nation, in the perfection of the
manufacture; whereas it is known we now go be-
yond them in every branch of the trade, and in every
particular article of the performance.

But this is not all; for the grand cheat is behind;
and it is not a cheat only, but it is a complicated
fraud, dressed and set out with so many downright
falsehoods.

The next thing the lady asks, is the price. The
cunning tradesman smiles, shakes his head, and,
with a world of grimace, tells her, Indeed, madam,
I am almost afraid to tell your ladyship the price;
but it is what we can't help; these things will be
always dear, because they are difficult to be had,
and so much hazard attends it; indeed, madam, I
cannot say they are cheap. And then he stops, and
takes breath a little, in order to give the lady time
to swallow and digest the gross things already said
to her.

Well, says the lady, but let's hear it, however;
let's know the price ? upon which, having prepared
her for the extravagant demand, he asks her thirty-
five-shillings a yard, with an assurance not to be de-
scribed, though covered at first, and dressed up with
the appearance of all possible sincerity and modesty.

The price thus broke, the lady starts a little at it
at first, but is drawn in gradually to it, by the re-
petition of all those trading-lies we have mentioned
before; and being assured by the mercer that is a
right French silk, and was brought over from France
with a great deal of difficulty and hazard, she comes
up to his price within half-a-crown a yard. So he
sells her the silk as a vast favour, a great penny-
worth, lays a great obligation upon her ladyship, for
venturing to show it her at all; and claims an in-
terest in her favour for herself and her friends, for
their future coming to his shop.